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Birthdays and Worst Days
Rev. Lukata Mjumbe, Executive Director

July 4th will mark the 250th celebration of the 
founding of what is called the birth of the American 
republic and democracy. As we �nd ourselves amidst 
the America250 “birthday celebrations” this summer 
it is important that ‘we who believe in freedom’ make 
clear distinctions between the history of the so-called 
American “republic”, “democracy” and what is the 
“actual factual reality.” To paraphrase rapper 
Christopher Wallace 
(aka Notorious B.I.G.), 
there are times when 
‘birthdays (can remind 
us) of our worst days.’

While there are 
many di�erent forms 
of republics and 
democracies in history 
and across the globe, 
an argument can made 
that the celebrated 
birth of the “American 
democratic republic” has always been ‘more talk 
than walk.’  One hundred and seventy-four years ago 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass asked the question, 
“What to the slave is the fourth of July?” Neither 
enslaved, emancipated, reconstructed or segregated 
African people in America were given the opportunity 
to give consent or fully participate in an American 
democracy or republican form of government. 
Douglass also declared, “Power concedes nothing 
without a demand. It never has and it never will.”

In truth, whatever advances toward authentic 
democratic, representative systems of government 
that have been built in America over the past 250 
years have largely been buttressed on the backs 
of Black people and the burdens of our freedom 
movements. Arguably, America cannot even be 
considered as either a legitimate, modern “republic” 

or a “democracy” prior to the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 

the Voting Rights of 1965. 
Every gain that we enjoy 

was seized and secured 
through the demands, 
blood, sweat and tears 
of our ancestors. We 
must tell the truth of 
our history now more 
than ever!

�e realization of 
representative, American 

democracy remains, even 
today, aspirational at best. When one considers 
the continuing realities of mass incarceration, 
generational poverty, roll backs of civil rights gains 
including the recent Supreme Court evisceration of 
essential voting rights protections we must confess 
that the worst is closer to the truth. �e exalted 
freedoms being celebrated this year are in serious 
jeopardy. Two hundred and ��y years later -- we who 
believe in freedom cannot rest until it’s won!

Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights of 1965. 
Every gain that we enjoy 

representative, American 
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�e headlines may be new, but for Black Alabamians, 
this �ght is painfully familiar.

In the wake of the United States Supreme Court’s 
decision in Louisiana v. Callais, which weakened 
key protections of the Voting Rights Act, Alabama 
Republicans moved quickly to reinstate the previously 
challenged 2023 congressional map, the same map 
critics and civil rights advocates argued weakened 
Black political power and fair representation. For 
many of us, this is not politics as usual. �is is 
personal.

Black Alabamians know what it means to have our 
voices minimized, our communities divided, and 
our political power challenged. We know this history 
because our parents and grandparents lived it. Some 
marched through it. Some bled through it. Some 
sacri�ced their lives so future generations could have a 
meaningful voice in our democracy.

But history also teaches us something else: in 
moments like these, we do not stand still. We 
organize. We mobilize. We act. Earlier this month, 
thousands gathered for All Roads Lead to the South, a 
National Day of Action for Voting Rights, traveling to 
Selma and Montgomery to stand against threats to fair 
representation and remind the nation that the struggle 
for democracy continues.

�at spirit of mobilization is deeply rooted in 
Alabama’s history. Brown Chapel AME Church 
helped launch the marches that led to passage of 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church became a center of strategy 
and resistance during the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
Historic Bethel Baptist Church opened its doors to 
organizers �ghting for dignity and justice. Every 
member site of the Alabama African American Civil 
Rights Heritage Sites Consortium helps tell part of this 
larger story of courage, sacri�ce, and collective action.

As of the writing and publication of this newsletter, 
the United States Supreme Court has allowed 
Alabama to use the previously challenged 2023 
congressional map in the 2026 elections. For many of 
us, this decision feels like yet another painful setback 
in a struggle we know far too well.

But history reminds us that setbacks are not the end 
of the story. �e �ght for voting rights has never been 
won through court decisions alone. It has required 
ordinary people to organize, mobilize, vote, and 
remain engaged even when the road forward feels 
uncertain. �e struggle for voting rights did not end 
in 1965, and it does not end here.

�e �ght for voting rights has never been won through 
court decisions alone. It has required ordinary people to 
organize, mobilize, vote, and remain engaged even when 
the road forward feels uncertain.

Senator Merika Coleman
 Alabama Senate District 19

Voting Rights in Alabama 
A Fight We Know Too Well
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February 
Virtual Convening

�e various activities surrounding Black History Month 
presented a valuable opportunity to increase engagement 
and participation.  �e repurposed format of the 2026 
Virtual Winter Convening included enriched written and 
video content that featured greetings from Rev. Mjumbe, 
Kaplan and Sustaining the Legacy project updates, as well as 
Gateway Youth Program, Evidence of �ings Not Seen and 
America250 updates and introduction to �e Consortium’s 
Development O�cer, Imani Richardson.  Follow the link to 
view content: https://youtu.be/9_Z2BS4rFkY

Gateway Youth 
Leadership 
Collaborative
�e Gateway Youth Leadership Collaborative (GYLC) 
student exhibit As Goes Birmingham, So Goes the 
World, developed by local high school students, 
was on display at Birmingham City Hall through 
March 30, 2026.  GYLC empowers local youth and 

college students to 
research, design, and 
develop exhibits about 
topics in Alabama’s 
African American 
History.  �e Gateway 
Youth Leadership 
Collaborative summer 
internship kicks o� in 
June 2026. 

Birmingham City Hall (January 12, 2026 – March 30, 2026).

Episode 20.  Brown Chapel AME Church, 
a historic cornerstone of the Civil Rights 
Movement, reopens its sanctuary a�er being 
closed since the COVID-19 pandemic. Once 
a central gathering place for organizers 
during the Selma voting rights campaigns, 
the church now stands in a new chapter — 
one of restoration and renewal. It’s a story of 
resilience, history, and the ongoing e�ort to 
protect a sacred space that has long been a 
beacon for justice.
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A Historic Homecoming
Brown Chapel AME Church

During Jubilee Weekend
By Joyce P. O’Neal, Brown Chapel AME Church Site Representative

Historic Brown Chapel AME Church celebrated an 
epic weekend during Jubilee in Selma, Alabama. �e 
festivities began with a so� opening of the sanctuary 
organized by �e National Trust, Saving Historic 
African American Churches. Brown Chapel is one of 
four churches in Alabama chosen for a pilot project 
designed to save these sacred spaces.

�e weekend began with a so� opening of the 
sanctuary where invitations had been sent inviting 
church members and stakeholders to tour the 
sanctuary for the �rst time since 2020. Although not 
complete the sanctuary was open to members and 
guests. �e ceiling is complete and is beautifully done. 
A luncheon was held at the Bullock Community 

Center to honor the memory of the Courageous Eight, 
Reverend P.H. Lewis and Mrs. Margaret Jones Moore, 
stalwarts of the 1965 Voting Rights Movement. 
Speaking on Friday night was Reverend Dr. Charles 
Boyer, Co-founder of Salvation and Social Justice, 
Trenton, NJ. He is also pastor of Greater Mt. Zion 
AME Church in Trenton.

On Saturday there was a Founders Day Worship and 
celebration with retired Bishop Frank Madison Reid 
III preaching. �is service was under the auspices of 
the 9th Episcopal District of the AME Church. Also, 
on Saturday there was a complimentary luncheon 
at the Bullock Community Center and an a�ernoon 
symposium with Dr. John �omas, III PhD, Lecturer. 
Dr. �omas is the editor of the Christian Recorder, 
the o�cial newspaper of the AME Church. �e Legal 
Defense Fund, as usual, was present and conducted 
a forum of legal minds including Black Attorneys 
General from across the nation.

�e weekend activities concluded with the Bloody 
Sunday Worship Celebration. �e message was 
brought by Bishop Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., 
Presiding Prelate of the Ninth Episcopal District, 
AME Church. Music was by the University of 
Alabama Gospel Choir and Mr. Ahmad Hall, Gospel 
Recording Artist, Atlanta, GA and Albany, NY. �e 
service was spirit-�lled and up-li�ing. �e weekend 
was �lled with activities that highlighted Brown 
Chapel’s iconic standing in Selma’s history and the 
history of the world. It was a pleasure to welcome 
visitors from throughout the nation to historic Brown 
Chapel AME Church.

�e weekend was �lled with activities 
that highlighted Brown Chapel’s iconic 

standing in Selma’s history and the 
history of the world.
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Members of the original SNCC Freedom Singers. 
(Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church)

Marchers cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge in a 
reenactment of the Bloody Sunday march.

March 5-8, hundreds 
of thousands of people 
including civil rights 
leaders, activists, and 
community members 
gathered in Selma, 
Alabama to commemorate 
the 61st anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday during 
the annual Selma Bridge 
Crossing Jubilee.

S E L M A 
Bridge Crossing Jubilee

We keep marching on

Mass Meeting commemoration at 
Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church

Consortium members (Joyce O’Neal and Dr. Verdell Dawson) and 
Selma families celebrate the legacy of the “Courage 8
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St. Paul UMC Launches 
New Interactive 
Exhibit on the 
Birmingham 
Freedom Legacy
By Lynn Douglas, St. Paul United Methodist Church Site Representative

On Saturday, March 28, 2026, St. Paul United 
Methodist Church hosted the 63rd Commemoration 
of the 1963 Palm Sunday March, marking a powerful 
moment in Birmingham’s Civil Rights history while 
ushering in a new chapter for the historic site.

Held from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., the commemoration 
honored the events of April 7, 1963, when St. Paul 
served as a departure point for demonstrators 
marching toward Birmingham City Hall. Led by Rev. 

Nelson Smith, Rev. A. D. King, and Rev. John Porter, 
participants in that march faced police violence, 
including attack dogs and high-pressure water hoses, 
in one of the de�ning moments of the Birmingham 
Campaign.

�is year’s program brought together community 
members, leaders, and visitors in a spirit of re�ection 
and remembrance. �e service featured keynote 
remarks from Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, Resident 
Bishop of the North Alabama Conference Pan-Handle 
Episcopal Area, who spoke to the enduring relevance 
of faith, courage, and collective action in the ongoing 
pursuit of justice.

In addition to honoring the past, the event also 
celebrated a major milestone for St. Paul’s future. 

Immediately following the commemoration service, 
the church o�cially unveiled its new historic exhibit 
and launched public tours, expanding its role as a 
destination for education and engagement around 
Birmingham’s Civil Rights Movement.

�e exhibit opening included a ribbon cutting and 
press moment, followed by an open house where 
guests were invited to explore the newly installed 
space. Attendees then participated in guided tours 
of the exhibit, o�ering deeper insight into St. Paul’s 
legacy as a center of organizing, leadership, and 
community resilience.

Founded in 1869, St. Paul United Methodist Church 
has long stood at the intersection of faith and social 
change. �e launch of this exhibit ensures that its 
history is not only preserved, but actively shared with 
future generations through storytelling, interpretation, 
and public access.

�e 63rd commemoration served as both a tribute and 
a transition point—honoring those who marched in 
1963 while opening new doors for learning, re�ection, 
and connection today.

�is year’s program brought together 
community members, leaders, and visitors 
in a spirit of re�ection and remembrance.”
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Building Upon 
Sacred Ground
Terrence Brown, 16th Street Baptist Church Site Representative

�e 16th Street Baptist Church Education and Visitor 
Center is a sacred space. It is a place of reconciliation 
and healing — a living classroom that examines how 
people of faith have responded to social issues.

Rooted in one of the most signi�cant sites of the 
American Civil Rights Movement, the 16th Street 
Education and Center exists to do more than preserve 
history. It exists to put history to work. Visitors 
from all walks of life — di�erent races, faiths, ages, 
and backgrounds — are welcomed into a shared 
experience that is honest, human, and deeply relevant 
to the world we live in today.

Central to that experience is the belief that real 
community happens when people sit together, talk 
together, and break bread together. �e 16th Street 
Education and Visitor Center intentionally creates 

spaces for communal gathering and conversation, 
because some of the most powerful moments of 
understanding happen not in front of an exhibit, but 
across a table. When people share a meal, walls come 
down. Stories get told. Healing begins.

�e Center also takes seriously the relationship 
between faith and social action — a relationship 
that 16th Street Baptist Church has embodied for 
generations. �e story of this church is a reminder 
that faith is not separate from the struggle for justice. 
It is the foundation of it. �at conviction runs through 
every program, every event, and every conversation 
the Center facilitates.

�rough educational programming, speaker series, 
youth initiatives, community events, and tourism 
experiences, visitors leave not only more informed 
about history, but more equipped and more compelled 
to act — in their communities, in their relationships, 
and in the world.
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Attorney Charles Bonner, Selma Foot SoldierHistorical Tabernacle Pastor and Consortium 
Leader, Rev. Dr. Otis Culliver

Rev. Dr. Bernard Lafayette, Jr.

The Power of the Mass Meeting Remembered
�e Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church commemorated the 63rd Anniversary of the �rst Mass Meeting held 
on May 14, 1963.  �e church celebrated this milestone and hosted a memorial tribute honoring the enduring 
legacy of Rev. Dr. Bernard Lafayette, Jr., a pioneer in the Civil Rights Movement.  Attendees included, Attorney 
Charles Bonner, Selma Foot Soldier, President Charles Steele, Southern Christian Leadership Conference; former 
Alabama Senator, Hank Sanders; other leaders and members of the community.

The Ballard 
House Project

�e Ballard House Projected hosted 
a “Vivid Re�ection” May Soiree to 
celebrate the resilience of community 
through connecting, sharing stories, 
and celebrating cultural artifacts and 
vibrant moments.
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Consortium member site, First African Baptist 
Church, hosted a special service on June 7th to 
commemorate and re�ect on the 62nd anniversary 
of Bloody Tuesday, and honor the courage, sacri�ce, 
and resilience of those foot-soldiers who marched, 
stood in faith, and fought for freedom.

Remembering to remember a key event in Tuscaloosa’s 
civil rights history.  On June 9, 1964, a group 
of peaceful Black protestors gathered to protest 
segregated facilities at the then-new Tuscaloosa 
County Courthouse on Greensboro Avenue, was 
brutally attacked by law enforcement o�cers and an 
angry mob of white citizens.

�e Bloody Tuesday Organization hosted a banquet at 
Beulah Baptist Church to honoring foot soldiers who 
were present during the attack on June 9, 1964 (see 
pictures below). �e Alabama African American’s 
Stayed on Freedom – Episode 12 podcast, �e Bloody 
Tuesday Before Bloody Sunday, was screened during 
the banquet.

ACMHR 70th Observance
Old Sardis Baptist Church hosted a special 70th Anniversary 
Observance celebrating the founding of the Alabama Christian 
Movement for Human Rights on Friday, June 5, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Hilton UAB Hotel in Birmingham. �is milestone 
event honors seven decades of faith-driven activism, community 
leadership, and the ongoing �ght for justice. �e evening 
included dinner and a dramatic presentation, “�is Far by Faith,” 
highlighting the legacy and impact of the movement. Community 
members, supporters, and partners are invited to attend this 
meaningful celebration of history, resilience, and progress.

Beulah Baptist Church

Commemorative Events 
Observe the 62nd 
Anniversary of Bloody 
Tuesday



10 | STAYEDONFREEDOM

SAVE THE DATE
June 15, 2026

Spring Convening
                                                                                          

 First (Colored) Baptist Church 
Selma, Alabama

Preserving the Promise of 
Empowerment Initiative
�rough the Consortium’s Preserving the Promise of Empowerment 
Initiative, Old Sardis Baptist Church, Tuggle Elementary School, 
and Scouting America partnered to engage youth and families in 
preserving the history of Old Sardis Baptist Church. �e project 
combined educational programming and hands-on preservation 
activities to teach young people about local Civil Rights history and 
historic preservation while replenishing the church’s façade with 
new masonry work. �e project demonstrated the importance of 
safeguarding community heritage for future generations.

Sustaining the Legacy
Following three months of collaboration and 
planning, thirteen Consortium sites submitted seven 
proposals through the Sustaining the Legacy initiative 
to strengthen civil rights heritage communities across 
Alabama. In December 2025, two collaborative 
projects received funding.

A $79,900 award was granted to the Federation 
of Southern Cooperatives, Historic Bethel Baptist 
Church, and Old Sardis Baptist Church for the Urban 
Farmer’s Market and Community Garden Project. 

�e initiative connects West Alabama farmers with 
urban communities in Greater Birmingham through 
community gardens, farmers’ markets, workshops, 
CSA programs, and cooking classes to improve food 
access and nutrition. �e �rst farmers’ market is 
expected in late spring.

A second award of $70,100 went to First Missionary 
Baptist Church (Decatur) and Southern Hill 
Cemetery (Gadsden) for Expanding the Bounds, a 
project focused on preservation, accessibility, and new 
exhibits highlighting Black history in North Alabama.

�e next phase of the initiative will include 
community needs assessments and a second grant 
cycle awarding $350,000 to site-led projects.

PROMOTING THE LEGACY
Project Highlights 
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160 Years
OF FAITH, FREEDOM, AND COMMUNITY

Many of Alabama’s historic Black churches were founded in the years immediately following emancipation, 
as newly freed African Americans built institutions that would become centers of faith, education, leadership, 
and activism for generations to come. In 2026, several Alabama African American Civil Rights Heritage Sites 
Consortium member sites are commemorating 160 years since their formation, marking a major milestone in 
both Alabama history and the ongoing story of Black community resilience. �is year’s anniversaries include:

• First Missionary Baptist Church of Decatur     
Established in 1866 by 21 formerly enslaved individuals meeting in the 
home of Jane Young under the leadership of Rev. Alfred Peters. �e church 
later became connected to the defense e�orts surrounding the Scottsboro 
Boys trials in the 1930s.

• Mount Zion A.M.E. Zion Church Memorial Annex
Organized in 1866, the church later played an important role in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and hosted meetings connected to the formation 
of the Montgomery Improvement Association in 1955.

• Brown Chapel AME Church                              
Established in 1866, Brown Chapel became internationally known during 
the 1965 Selma Movement as the headquarters for organizing meetings, 
rallies, and the starting point for the Selma to Montgomery March.

• First African Baptist Church                                 
Formed in 1866 under the leadership of Rev. Prince Murrell a�er Black 
members separated from a white congregation to establish their own 
church community in Tuscaloosa.



Help safeguard the legacy of 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
preserve historic sites, protect 
authentic stories, and promote 
community empowerment.

413 16th Street N.
Birmingham, AL 35203
205-687-3025 | aaacrhsc.org




